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Sunday, January 13, 2008              A.M. Assembly 
 

Welcome & Call to Worship           Kyle Dusenberry   
 

Congregational Singing                   Tim Maxcey  
 

Opening Prayer                                Carl Weeks 
 

Lordôs Supper & Offering  
 

Communion: Mike McDonald, Clint Maxcey, Ron Sullivan, 

James Vercelli, Steve Williams, & Carl Weeks  
 

Childrenôs Worship: 2ôs - 5 year olds & 1st -3rd grade will 

have class in the south hall of the church building.  
 

Message                                                      Bob Young 
 

Shepherds Prayer                              Dick Stites    
 

Nursery Attendant: A.M.                       Paulette Higgins 
 

Sunday, January 13, 2008  P.M. Assembly  (see page 3) 
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Weekly Budget:  $4,935.00 
 

Contribution: $2,265.00 

Wednesday, January 2nd: 78       
 

Sunday, January 6, 2008    

Bible Classes  - Expo               

AM Assembly - Expo                          

PM Assembly -  65    

Baptisms -  

Restored -   

Identified -   

Bus Driver  
 

January 13, 2008  
 

Carol Rosso  

The Light 
ñé put on the armor of light.ò    Romans 13:12 

 

                           bits from bob...  

 

A Barna report published last month (December, 2007) identifies four significant ñmega-themesò in con-

temporary U.S. culture:  high self-acceptance, new definitions of Christianity, increased challenges and 

concerns in parenting, and individualized ñdesigner faithò with rootless values.  Each of these poses a chal-

lenge to biblical Christianity and suggests areas in which the church must take positive action.  These will 

be explored in a series of four articles. 

 

Barna reports that Americans generally have a high opinion of themselves. While many Americans see the 

need to change and grow, most also see themselves in a positive light.  Dissatisfaction comes because 

growth is difficult and unpredictable.   Uncertainty results because changes  are accepted on the basis of 

feelings more than facts. Most Americans are  willing to change as long as the result is personal benefit and 

enjoyment which avoids pain, conflict and sacrifice.  Individualism and  selfishness have strong holds in 

the personal lives and values of most  adults.  The social famine of our society is evident in that adults,  

especially those under 30, want to connect to a number of other people and  possess a nagging sense of 

loneliness and isolation. Connections are  mostly impersonal (think Internet, text messaging and phone 

calls via mobile  devices) and are not as fulfilling as desired. 

 

Let me focus the challenge in several questions.  Can the church  address the dissatisfaction which results 

when people with lofty goals and  high self-regard come face to face with their inability to reach those 

 goals?  Can the church effectively communicate that the lasting goals in  life are not physical and financial, 

but spiritual?  Does the church  have an answer to the uncertainty that arises from rampant individualism 

 and selfishness which are rooted in feelings?  Can the church  demonstrate effective and meaningful fel-

lowship and brotherhood in a world  thirsting and hungering for meaningful connections?  While I believe 

the  answer to these questions is yes, I also know that no impotent, mediocre version of Christianity will 

suffice. 

 

We say, ñItôs not about us; itôs about God.ò  Do we believe it?   The clarion call echoes forth: the church 

must reach up to God so it  can reach out to others.   Where is the authentic church that lives out 

 the spiritual reality of Christôs presence so that life is  fulfilling in its challenges and failures, so that we are 

not at the mercy of  our feelings, and so that the ultimate values of life are not rooted in  self?  Where is the 

church that connects with others through its  continuing connection with God?  Will we be that church? 

 



òNow I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you upéó Acts 20:32 

The elders, deacons, and ministers had a productive meeting following the area-wide worship service.  We 

are óconfidentô (to borrow from Bobôs Sunday p.m. service) about the prospects for Main and Oklahoma in 

2008 as we seek ways to glorify God in McAlester and in the world. 

One matter which arose at the meeting concerned the start time for our mid-week Bible study on Wednes-

day evenings.  Currently, we have a devotional at 7:00, with classes following from 7:20 until 8:00.  Since 

we are starting this week to have mid-week meals at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, the suggestion was made 

that we should move the devotional to 6:40 or 6:45, with classes starting promptly at 7:00 and ending at 

7:45.  This would help our families with young children and others for whom there is a need to get home a 

little earlier on Wednesday evenings. 

We would like your feedback on whether you are in agreement with this suggestion.  Please let us know, by 

Sunday, January 13, 2008.  Thank you for your continuing prayers for us as your shepherds. 

Elders Corner  

With the coming of the new year, several changes are being made to help with efficient information sharing 

and the best use of time and resources in the church office. 

 

Information on worship participants, order of worship, and weekly events will be included in the bulle-

tin. 

In an effort to provide accurate and timely information with a minimum of duplication, the prayer lists 

and other information in the weekly bulletin will be updated early Wednesday afternoon just prior to 

bulletin mailing.  The Wednesday afternoon mailing will continue so all can receive the bulletin no 

later than Saturday. 

We need your assistance--prayer requests for the bulletin and the Wednesday evening announcements 

should be emailed or called in to the office by Wednesday noon.  This will help us share accurate up-

dated information in the bulletin, and also allow us to complete our Wednesday devotional in a timely 

manner.  It will also allow our card ministry to send greetings which will be received by the end of the 

week. 

The detailed Sunday announcement sheet will be discontinued.  Extra copies of the weekly bulletin 

will be available on Sunday.  Special handouts and sermon notes pages will be available periodically.  

This will cut down on announcements, since most items will appear in the bulletin. Updates on prayer 

requests should be submitted for inclusion in the shepherd's prayer. 

You can receive a copy of the bulletin by email each Thursday by contacting the church office.  (The e

-bulletin should be available beginning in February.) 
 

 

òSubmit to one another out of reverence for Christ.ó Ephesians 5:21 

Family concerns  
Submit information and updates to the church office by Tuesday. The bulletin is published Wednesday afternoon . When 

you know of someone overlooked, please contact the church office. Office hours are Monday - Thursday  9:00am to 4:00pm. 

IN THE HOSPITAL: Bill Crone is in St. Francis - Tulsa, 1513... John Klippel , will go to OU Medical 

Center within the next 2 weeks to have his bladder removed... Billie Bailes, is in the Hospital in Duncan 

with pneumonia... Ora Dawson, is in MRHC, 235... Rena Kerr is in MRHC, 147....     
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY:Charles & Florence Tipps, Susan Sullivan, Stephanie Howell, 

Robert Petty, Michael Souza, Mary Carlton, Bettie Chapman, Fred & Joyce Ingraham,    
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR FRIENDS: Mindy Brannon , Jennifer Kindle, Jennifer Bullard,  Jerry Hansen, 

Louise Rhodes,  
  

CANCER: Lee Banks, Hayden Bryan, John Carlton, Caden James, Bernice Wilson, 
      

 

HOMEBOUND: Please consult your current monthly calendar. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THE BEREAVED:  Paula McGee, Leo & Hazel Utley  

Serving in Iraq: David Sanders, Robert Bradford, Clint Tabor, Michele Moore, Craig 

LeHore, & Jeremy Snow   

UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Sunday, January 13, 2008 - Shawn & Barbara 

Gary will be here from Leon, Mexico. We will 

have adult combined Bible class in the auditorium 

beginning at 9:30 A.M. All children will attend 

their regular scheduled Bible classes. There is a 

wish list for the Garyôs posted on the bulletin 

board in the foyer.  
 

Sunday, January 13, 2008 - Itôs time for our an-

nual chili cook-off and monthly birthday/

anniversary dinner. It will begin at 6:00 P.M. 

Please sign-up at The Welcome Center  or speak to 

Pam Bundy.  
 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 - The Alzheimerôs 

Support group will meet in the parlor at 12:00 

P.M.     
 

Wednesday, January 16, 2008 - The Mid Week 

Meal will begin at 5:30 P.M. On the menu: baked 

burritos, and accessories, dessert, and iced tea. 

Sunday,  January 13 , 2008             P.M. Assembly 
 

Song Leader                               Kermit Peters  

Opening Prayer                          Ron Helterbrand   

Closing Prayer                            James Vercelli  

Nursery Attendant: PM -           Laura McDonald   

YOUTH GROUP NEWS  
 

Sunday, January 13, 2008  - There will be a brief 

parent meeting immediately following the P.M. 

service.  
 

Monday, January 14, 2008 - Bible Study will be-

gin at 7:30 P.M. in the home of Jason & Amanda. 
 

Tuesday, January 15, 2008 - Donuts on Tuesday 

begins at 7:15 A.M. 
 

Friday-Sunday, January 18th-20th -  

WINTERFEST 2008 BEGINS! The cost is $70.00 

per person and money needs to be turned in no later 

that Wednesday, Jan., 16th. Please speak to Jason 

if you have any questions.     


