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What Business Are We In?

Business consultants often ask companies, "What business are you in?" The church cannot be
guided solely by business principles, but the question still has value. "What are we about?" Mottos
and mission statements reflect efforts to answer this question. What is your dream for this church in
the next 50 years? What do you hope this church can become? Where are we trying to go? What are
our goals and values? How will we know when we get where we are going?

One challenge most churches face is that not every member gives the same answer to the question.
One says, "We are in the people business." Another says our business is evangelism. Another fo-
cuses on missions. Yet others say that a primary task is benevolence. Someone else will remind us
that we are in the educational business--teaching the Bible and sharing the gospel. With increasing
frequency, I hear responses focused in areas we seldom thought about 40 years ago. We are a wor-
shiping community, we are a community of nurture seeking the spiritual growth of each member, we
are committed to service. Some churches focus on relationships with great success.

I submit that we are in only one business-the salvation business. Jesus came to seek and save the
lost. Our task, divinely given by our Lord, is to follow his example. The name, Jesus, signifies Sav-
ior. The church is the congregation of the saved. Our task is to extend the kingdom as far as possible,
helping people find salvation in Jesus Christ and live out the reality of that salvation. Our task is to
save people and keep them saved.

Not every church does this work in exactly the same way. Some reach out to our lost world with acts
of compassion, others with teaching. Some choose evangelism fields close to home, others focus on
mission work across the seas. Some find multiplied ways to serve, others simply provide a wonder-
ful example of kingdom living. Some build bridges across which the gospel message can travel by
establishing relationships with unbelievers; others build bridges by meeting felt needs. The message
spreads and is supported by how we worship, how we live, how we love, how we serve, how we
care, how we talk, how we teach and preach, and by countless other aspects of our life.

May we never forget-our priority is the same as that which caused God to send his Son. We are in
the business of helping people find salvation in Jesus Christ.




oNow | commit you to God and to the word of his grace
DEVELOPING A EASTER (RESURRECTION) FAITH
Four sermons remain in our series from the Gospel of John. Let me encourage you again to invite your friends and
neighbors to this special series designed to address the fundamental questions of faith.
The Light of the Worldl Febr uary 24) Light and dar kness Odaightis code
coming. When Jesus uses the phrase fil amo to descri

with God. Do you know what that means for us?

The Good Shepher@arch 2) Perhaps no picture of Jesus is more familiar than the good shepherd. The story begins
with a blind man healed. What are we supposed to learn about faith?

Comfort in a World of Conflict(March 16) Jesus promises us comfort through a Comforter, the Holy Spirit. This
concept is often overlooked in modern studies of the Holy Spirit, but the promise is oursd God with us, beside us, and
for us in a difficult world.

The Resurrection and the Lif¢ Mar ch 23) Jesusd resurrection is t

mind around Jesus as the power of resurrection, everything is possible.

HOPE HARBOR
Pick up date: April 1, 2008
Items needed: toilet tissue, napkins, & 80z paper
or foam cups. Please leave items in the resource
room. Thank you.

A volunteer is needed to deliver Meals on
Wheels every 5th Thursday. Please con-
tact the church office if you will be able to
help.

he

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS & EVENTS
Sun., March 2nd - There will be a VBS 2008 planning meeting at 4:00 p.m.
Sat., March 8th - Leadership Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. in the FLA.
Sat., March 8-9 - Bob will be speaking at the Stuart church of Christ.

Sun. March 9th - Birthday/Anniversary Dinner begins at 6:00 p.m.
Wed., March 12th - The Mid Week Meal ends.

Wed., March 19th - A |
Sun., March 23rd - Community Wide Easter Egg Hunt, 3:00 p.m.

Mon., March. 24th - Main & OK will be hosting the EOSC Bible Chair student luncheon.
Thurs-Sat., March 27-29 - Tulsa International Soul Winning Workshop.

Sat., March 29th - Main & Oklahoma hosts Ladies Day 2008. Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.

Sunday, March 30th - Congregational 5th Sunday meeting. This will be Meet-Eat-Meet format. Please
bring a potluck dish and a dessert. The elders ask that you give them agenda items for the meeting ahead
of time (by3/26) so that the meeting can be efficient and orderly.

Zzhei merés Support Group meets at
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oSubmit to one another out of reverence for

Submit information and updates to the church office by Wednesday. The bulletin is published Wednesday afternoon . When
you know of someone overlooked, please contact the church office. Prayer Request appear for one month unless updated.

IN THE HOSPITAL/UPCOMING SURGERIES: Charles VanTuyl, triple heart bypass surgery at Mercy
Hospital in OKC, 208. MaryJo Raburn, is in MRHC, 228. John Klippel, date is tentative for upcoming
surgery.

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY: Robert Petty, Judy Lester, Charles/Florence Tipps, Susan Sullivan,
Stephanie Howell, Michael Souza, Mary Carlton, Bettie Chapman, Earl Hamilton, Bernice Wilson,
Margaret Rose, Doris Coffee, Kenny Bethune, Ora Dawson

PRAYERS FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Mindy Brannon, Martha Hansen,
Sam Williams, Danny Johnson, Bill McCracken, Debbie Tipps, Hayden Parker, Logan Stewart,
Lexie Stuart, Mark Hager, Weldon Miller, Georgia Beck

SHUT-INS - Dessie Weeks has been moved to Heritage Hills Nursing Home.

CANCER: Lee Banks, Hayden Bryan, John Carlton, Caden James, Jennifer Kindle, Martha Ellis

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN IRAQ: Robert Bradford, Clint Tabor, Michele Moore, Craig
LeFlore, Jeremy Snow, & Skylar Elwell
SYMPATHY: Condolences to Brenda McCracken & Joanie Lecrone in the death of their aunt, Lois

Cook. Sympathy to Earl Rose in the passing of his step-mother last week. Please remember these fami-
lies in prayer.

For the spring quarter which begins Sun., March
2nd. Bible class teachers are needed. We can use

your help to teach our children from pre-school to
4th grade. Please sign-up at The Welcome Center.
Thank you!!

Everyone must file a 2007 tax return in order to
qualify for the Economy Stimulus Refund. Edna
Capers is offering her assistance (free) for those
who would like to file a return. Please bring all tax
related documents to the church office. Thank you.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Sun., Feb. 24th - There will be Youth Focus in
Eufaula, OK. Departure time will be 4:00 p.m.

Schedule of Wednesday Activities

4:00 p.m. - Early Bird Bible Class ~~ 1 John
5:30 p.m. - Mid Week Meal

6:30 p.m. - Singing in auditorium

6:45 p.m. - Devotional

7:00 p.m. - Bible Classes

Mon., Feb. 25th - Bible Study begins at 7:30 p.m.
in the home of Jason & Amanda.

Snack Volunteer: Maxceyaos

P

Tues., Feb. 26th - Begin your day with donuts and Sunday, February 24, 2008 P.M. Assembly

fellowship on Tuesday at 7:15 a.m. Song Leader Kermit Peters
Opening Prayer Charlie Ellsworth

Sat., March 1st - Spring Sing at OK Christian Closing Prayer Tracy Sipe
Nursery Attendant Sharon Sipe
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