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One Calling, Many Jobs
Os Hillman recently wrote an insightful article under the title above. He began with a quote from
Psalm 16.

tance"(Ps. 16:5-6).

I often require ministry students to write about their calling from God. In this article, I reflect my
own awareness of Godés calling. Over my
were full-time. Some helped support me during my educational endeavors. My list of jobs in-
cludes retail lumber and construction sales, janitor, switchboard operator, director of student hous-
ing, metal extrusion pressman, and advertising director. More recently, I have worked with one
foot in the local church and one foot in Christian higher education. I have served as professor,
preached and ministered, sponsored student organizations, done mission work, directed academic
programs, consulted with churches, and served in academic and university administration. Today,
in addition to preaching regularly, I am a writer, adjunct professor, and participant in numerous
mission activities.

I see now that all of these jobs were important, for they have provided the foundation and experi-
ence for my current ministry in Godés kin
concept one calling, many jobs. The
son. All is for his glory, for his purpose, for his cause. I have had many jobs, but I have one call-
ing. Hillman quotes Oswald Chambers: "In the beginning we do not train for God, we train for
work, for our own aims; but as we go on with God we lose all our own aims and are trained into
God's purpose. Unless practical work is appointed by God, it will prove a curse."”

In mysterious ways, God equips us to fulfill our calling. He makes us wait when we want to act; he
leads us where we cannot see. He takes us where we never dreamed of going; he closes and opens
doors. He uses unlikely methods, places, people, and challenges. God got Moses ready by herding
sheep for 40 years. Israel got ready by wandering for 40 years. God prepared Joseph with a prison
sentence. Amos got ready as a shepherd. Jesus was prepared as a carpenter. The apostle Simon
prepared for service in the Jewish sect of the Zealots. Saul got ready by opposing what he eventu-
ally embraced.

God is forming us; he is changing an
message is sharpened within us; God®d
God accomplishes His intended outcome in you through the work you are doing today.

"LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secur
boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely | have a delightful inheri-

| The

i f et

sfor



oNow | commit you to God and to the word of his grace

Shepherdcls Corner

Ailt was good to have the gr oup THypoviedh graatexengple e e T
to us by sacrificing their break from school to travel a great distance to do a service project.

We appreciate ever yo mweekrmealspvehichtare chedplaltoendaonMarch t he m
12. There has been an interest expressed by several in continuing the meals, after spring break (March 19),
through the end of April. If you have any feedback on this subject, please let us know.

March is going to be a busy month at Main and Oklahoma. On March 23, we will have the annual Easter
Egg Hunt for the community at 3:30 p.m., with a special time of worship and prayer to follow. Please plan
on inviting your neighbors and joining us for this event. If you can help with the event, please let Jason
Dunn know. We need folks to stuff eggs, provide candy, hide eggs, and welcome visitors on the 23™.

On March 30, we will have a different format for the Fifth Sunday of the month. Following our morning

worship service, we will have a pot luck meal and fellowship in the annex. Immediately following the

meal, we will have an afternoon worship service, followed by a congregational meeting. If you have any

matters which you would like for us to discuss at the meeting, please let one of the shepherds know so that

we can put an agenda for the meeting together. o

MARCH HIGHLIGHTS & EVENTS
Sat., March 8th - Area Church Leadership Breakfast begins at 8:30 a.m. in the FLA.

Fri., Sun., March 7th-9th - Stuart church of Christ Revelation series/Bob Young Speaking
2 sessions nightly-7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sun., March 9th - There will be a VBS planning meeting at 4:00 P.M.

Sun., March 9th - Birthday/Anniversary dinner begins at 6:00 p.m. This will be potluck format.
Wed., March 12th - The Mid Week Meal ends for the season.
Mon.,-Fri., March 17th-21st - Spring Break

Wed., March 19th-Al zhei mer 6s Support
Sun., March 23rd - Community Wide Easter Egg Hunt, 3:30 p.m.
Mon., March. 24th - Main & OK will be hosting the EOSC Bible Chair student luncheon.
Thurs-Sat., March 27-29 - Tulsa International Soul Winning Workshop.

Sat., March 29th - Main & Oklahoma hosts Ladies Day 2008. Registration begins at 9:00 a.m.

Sunday, March 30th - Congregational 5th Sunday meeting. This will be Meet-Eat-Meet format. Please
bring a potluck dish and a dessert. The elders ask that you give them agenda items for the meeting ahead
of time (by3/26) so that the meeting can be efficient and orderly.

Group meets at |12

oSubmit to one another out of reverence for

Submit information and updates to the church office by Wednesday. The bulletin is published Wednesday afternoon . When
you know of someone overlooked, please contact the church office. Prayer Request appear for one month unless updated.

IN THE HOSPITAL/UPCOMING SURGERIES:Carol Scott, outpatient surgery on foot, Fri., March 7th
at MRHC. Julie Rattan, surgery on March 11th at MRHC. Martha Ellis, MRHC, 243. MaryJo
Raburn, MRHC, 121. Norma Sullivan, surgery on March 13th at MRHC. Nicholas Santine, surgery on
March 14th & 24th.

PRAYERS FOR OUR FAMILY:Charles VanTuyl, Robert/Judy Petty, Judy Lester, Charles/Florence
Tipps, Susan Sullivan, Stephanie Howell, Michael Souza, Mary Carlton, Bettie Chapman, Earl
Hamilton, Margaret Rose, Kenny Bethune, Ora Dawson, Emylea Todd, Leo Utley, Caden Eddy,
PRAYERS FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Mindy Brannon, Sam Williams,
Danny Johnson, Bill McCracken, Debbie Tipps, Hayden Parker, Logan Stewart, Lexie Stuart,
Mark Hager, Weldon Miller, Georgia Beck, James Crick, Matthew Carshall, YuaVonda Sperry,
John Klippel, Frank/Nila Wansick, Dorothy Todd [please check your mail board for thank you cards]
CANCER: Hayden Bryan, John Carlton, Caden James, Jennifer Kindle, Bob Malone

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN IRAQ: Robert Bradford, Clint Tabor, Michele Moore, Craig
LeFlore, Jeremy Snow, Skylar Elwell, & David Weeks

SYMPATHY': Condolences to Hazel Utley and family in the loss of her brother, Fines Sturgeon. The
service was held on Thursday in Poteau, OK. Please keep this family in prayer.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS
Mon., March 10th - Bible Study begins at 7:30
P.M. in the home of Jason & Amanda.
Snack Volunteer: Bethune

HOPE HARBOR
Pick up date: April 1, 2008
Items needed: toilet tissue, napkins, & 80z paper
or foam cups. Please leave items in the resource
room. Thank you.

Tues., March 11th - Begin your day with donuts

and fellowship on Tuesday at 7:15 a.m. hedule of Wednesd
. Schedule of Wednesday Activities
Sun.March16th-L i ght house @ Mggws TR Bird Bible Class ~ 1 John
5:30 p.m. - Mid Week Meal

6:30 p.m. - Singing in auditorium

6:45 p.m. - Devotional

7:00 p.m. - Bible Classes

=

Sunday, March 23, 2008, 3:30 p.m.
Community Wide Easter Egg Hunt

Individually wrapped candy or monetary dona-

. . : Sunday, March 9, 2008 P.M. Assembly
tions are needed for the Community Wide
Easter Egg Hunt. Please give donations to Ja- | Song Leader Fred Ingraham
. Opening Prayer James Vercelli
son or Laura. There is a basket located at The . .
Closing Prayer Michael McDon-
Welcome Center for candy. Thank you!! ald
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