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Sunday, April 20, 2008              A.M. Assembly 
 

Welcome & Call to Worship               Kyle Dusenberry   
 

Congregational Singing                              Tim Maxcey  
 

Opening Prayer                                        James Vercelli                                        

Lordôs Supper & Offering  
 

Communion:  Charlie Ellsworth, Carl Weeks, Jerod 

McCracken, Sam Snyder, Charles VanTuyl, James Vercelli,   
 

Childrenôs Worship: 2-5 year olds and 1st -3rd graders may 

attend class in the south hall of the church building.  
 

Message                                             George Plemmons                                               
 

Shepherds Prayer                                         Jim McLeod                                     
  

Nursery Attendant                                   Joanie Lecrone                                 

 

Sunday, April 20, 2008  P.M. Assembly  (see page 3) 

April 20, 2008           16 

Weekly Budget:  $4,502.00 

Contribution:      $4,150.00 

Wednesday, April 9: 92     

Sunday, April 13 :   

Bible Classes               96                                                                                                      

AM Assembly             145                                                                                                   

PM Assembly              N/C                                                        
 

Baptisms - 4 

Prayers    - 3   

Identified -   

Bus Driver  
 

April 20, 2008  
 

Mike McDonald  

The Light 
ñé put on the armor of light.ò    Romans 13:12 

bits from bob... 

How Should We ñDo Churchò?  (Part 1) 
 

A preacher friend of mine and I were visiting about the greeting program at the church where he 

ministers.  He wanted to make some changes to insure a better contact with visitors.  His prob-

lem?  The same deacon had organized the greeters and the greeting program for a long time.  It 

was generally ineffective.  My preacher friend couldnôt make any headway against some strong 

opposition to improvement and change.  The only solution we saw was to leave the current pro-

gram alone and institute a new program that would do essentially the same thing, only better. 
 

In the course of our conversation, he mentioned a conversation with a minister friend.  His 

friend works in ministry outside the churches of Christ.  His friend was trying to help him un-

derstand why the churches of Christ are plateaued or declining in growth and are generally inef-

fective in touching our current world.  The comment of his friend was revealing:  ñYou guys 

have the best preaching in the world.  You know how to preach; you know how to work with the 

text.  You just donôt know how to do church!ò 

 

You may not agree with this objective assessment from a person who understands ministry and 

is able to see us with unbiased eyes from a vantage point outside us.  My worry is that he may 

be right.  How should we do church?  When we come together for worship, are our shared ac-

tivities informed by Scripture (we would like to think so), by the world about us (God forbid!), 

or by a body of tradition and habit that has arisen over a long time (the most likely answer). 
 

That this is generally true of our churches becomes more obvious when one spends a little time 

on the mission field.  Our brothers and sisters in other places do a lot of things differently than 

we do.  Visiting the mission field is fresh and vibrant.  When I visit other places, I am chal-

lenged and encouraged. 

 

Think with me.  How must we change? 

We must focus on Christ.  We must move from our historic focus on church to focus on 

Christ.  Our allegiance is to Christ.  He will never disappoint us.  He is always the an-

swer--to a whole host of problems.  Christ is perfect; the church is imperfect.  We are  
 



òNow I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you upéó Acts 20:32 

MAY UPCOMING EVENTS  
 

Sat., May 3rd - The 55+ will have their quarterly potluck luncheon at 12 noon in the FLA. 
 

Fri. May 9th - McAlester Christian Academy graduation. 
 

Sun., May 11th - Motherôs Day 
 

Sun., May 11th - High School Senior Recognition Sunday 
 

Fri., May 16th  - McAlester High School graduation. 
 

Sat., May 17th - High School Graduates Senior Banquet begins at 6:00 p.m. in the FLA. 
 

Sun., May 18th - You are invited to a baby shower honoring Karisa Lester and baby. It will begin at 3:00 

p.m. in the church parlor. Please contact Amanda Dunn if you would like to be a hostess. 
 

Sun., May 18th - The Birthday/Anniversary potluck dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Thurs.-Sat., May 29th-31st - QUEST at Oklahoma Christian University begins. Please sign up at The  

Welcome Center if you are going to attend.   

 

 human.  The church is not the goal, Christ is the goal.  My little children, I suffer the 

 pangs of birth for you, until Christ be formed in you.  We conform our lives to Christ.  

 He is our example and model.  The model is not the NT church; the model is Christ.  

 The church is the means to the end.  This doesnôt mean we never talk about the 

 church.  You cannot have Christ without the church.  But our focus is Christ. We must 

 focus on Scripture more than tradition.  We read the Scripture through the rose-colored 

 glasses of our heritage and our traditions.  We cannot change the slightest thing.  We 

 have lost freedom in Christ, exchanging it for a box of our own making. 

 

We must focus on others more than self.  We must move from self-centeredness to oth-

ers-centeredness.  Christ did not come to the healthy, but to the sick.  He did come to 

rescue saved people; he came to seek and save the lost.  Frankly, what we do is mostly 

for us.  We do what we do because we like it and are comfortable doing it.  I could 

make a long list of things that we could do that would not contradict Scripture, but we 

will not do them because they contradict our traditions and move us outside our com-

fort zone. 
 

        [to be continued next week] 

 

Happy Birthday to Chad Sullivan. 

His birthday was April 15th and 

was inadvertently left off of the 

April calendar. 

Main & Oklahoma 2008 Graduating Seniors  
 

Michael McDonald, Garry Meadows, 

Josue Javier Rios, Ashton Santine, 

Meghan Sullivan, Anthony Trevino  

òSubmit to one another out of reverence for Christ.ó Ephesians 5:21 

Family concerns  
Submit information and updates to the church office by Wednesday. The bulletin is published Wednesday afternoon . When 

you know of someone overlooked, please contact the church office. Prayer Request appear for one month unless updated. 

IN THE HOSPITAL: Doris Coffee, MRHC, room 240, Georgia Cain, Orthopedic Hospital in Tulsa, 

room 908   
 

SPECIAL PRAYER NEEDS IN OUR FAMILY:Pam Bundy, Judy Lester, Charles/Florence Tipps, 

Susan Sullivan, Stephanie Howell, Michael Souza, Mary Carlton, Bettie Chapman, Earl/Margaret 

Rose, Kenny Bethune, Ora Dawson, Caden Eddy, MaryJo Raburn, Julie Rattan, Norma Sullivan     
 

PRAYERS FOR OUR EXTENDED FAMILY AND FRIENDS: Mindy Brannon, Sam Williams,  

Bill McCracken, Sherrie Handley, Martha Ellis, Norma Collins, Dorris Dodson, Richie & Sonya 

Fassino, James L. Miller  

[please check your mail board for area church activities; showers, meetings, etc...]  
 

CANCER: Hayden Bryan, John Carlton, Caden James, Jennifer Kindle, Shirley Arnold,  

Robert Petty 
 

PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN IRAQ:  Robert Bradford, Clint Tabor, Michele Moore, Craig  

LeFlore, Jeremy Snow, Skylar Elwell, Rachel Elwell, & David Weeks   
 

SYMPATHY: Our condolences are extended to Sue Hamilton & family. Sueôs husband, Earl passed 

away last week. The service was held Wednesday in Poteau, OK. Sympathy is extended to Paula McGee 

and family in the death of her uncle, Burl Griggs. Our thoughts and prayers are with theses families.   

Sunday, April 20, 2008           P.M. Assembly 

Song Leader                                       Kermit Peters  
 

Opening Prayer                                         Seth Sipe 
 

Closing Prayer                                    Clem Santine 
 

Nursery Attendant                              Jayna Santine                            

YOUTH GROUP NEWS  
 

Mon., April 21st - Bible Study @ 7:30 p.m.  
 

Sun., April 27th - The is a Youth & Parent Meet-

ing that will begin at 3:30 p.m. in the youth room.  
 

Fri., April 25th - No school for MPS  
 

Fri. May 2nd - No school for MPS 

APRIL HIGHLIGHTS & EVENTS  
 

Sun., April 20th - Everyone is invited to a baby shower honoring Bethany Daniel & baby. It will begin at 

3:00 p.m. in the church parlor. Please contact Amanda Dunn if you would like to be a hostess . 
 

Sun., April 20th - Centennial events committee meeting will begin at 4:30 p.m.  
 

Sun. April 20th - Main & OK family picnic at Chadick Park begins at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Mon. April 21st - Prayer Partners will be hosted by Ruth Brannon at 6:30 p.m.  
 

Wed., April 30th - The Mid Week Meal ends for the season. 


